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My Dear Friend Maurice, = '
I received your nice letter this A'M,a:
and up to this very moment I have read it no less than three
times.My reason for so doing,is that it contains the most en-
couraging bit of news that I have ever received,in a letter £
from the old 'sod'.I am really glad to hear that Jerry Mee is
alive,and in good health,although I do not doubt at all,but
“he has seen hard times since he left the R.I.C,and no more th
than ourselves,he no doubt has met with many disappointments.

With Mr Kelly and myself,it ®was one dis
appointment after another.We were -promised the world,but no
socner had they finished with -our services,the moat that we
could get out of them was a hand shake,or a pat on the back,

We walked the streets of New York looking for a job,we slep$
ocn Park benches at night,we did odd jobs,such as dish washing
Nobody knew,or nobedy cared,it was every man for mimself in
those days,when jobs were at a premium.¥e were too proud to
g0 on our knees,and ask those whom we had served so well,for
a Job.cur first job was on the front of a trolley car,where
we spent six weeks working for little or no pay,learning to
be motormen.The man who took us to the Railrcad office to mak
application for this job was not a Irishman,but = Jjew,who the
previous night,while walking through Central Park, observed us
asleep on one of the Park benches.

Yes Maurice,I think your suggesticn is

C'K.You may send the whole paraphernalia to Jerry Mee,includs
ing the typewritten letter,which no doubt contains many thin-
g8,which he Jerry already knows.It also contains information
that I am sure that he does not know,I am sure that he will
be more than surprised to see those old letters of the late
Harry J Boland.He no doubt will be equally surprised when he
sees thal old paper cutting of the New Haven Register,and my
statement which appears in the bock entitled, 'American Commis
sion on Conditions in Ireland;'this boock can be seen in any
Public Library inthe United States ¢f America.But of course
we still had to pay our nickle,57,to get a ride on the sub-
way.True,my service in the R.I.C was rather short,but it was
not my fault that I was not born five years socner.Neither
was it all my fault that I was dismissed from the Dept, the
leaders of the Sinn Feinn movement at that time,must accept
some of the respeonsibility for my dismissal.Had we ignored
their pleadings,and did not rely on the many promises,both
verbal and written,which Ly we believed to be genuine at t
the time,we could have continued to serve,and become eligible
for a pension,like many more of our comrades had done.As it
now stands,I have been punished all those years,becaugse I was
abriotic,and got myself dismissed.You may also send this let-

ter to Jeremiah Mee.Write soon again,please.
' rTopy Trauly Yours Shw LW Nauaid
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b Your very welcomé letter received this morning,sorry to near
that you are down with a cold.I certainly hope that by the time this letter
peaches you,that you will be back on your feet again.
{ Thanks a whole lot for the ghamrock.Believe it or not,
{when T-read yrur 1etter,and ftook a look at the shamrock,something gave way
within me,and for a full five minutes the tears rolled down my cheeks.Il can-
not account for the sudden change,Iguess I will have®to add 1t up to old age
And furthermore I guess old age does bring 2 softness to the heart¥d® How-
ever it could also be that I hold such fond memories of Listowel,and for the
people who lived there in my time,that for the moment I thought that I was
right there amongst them,and suddenly I realized that I was not in Listowel,
or any Where near it,but in a foreign land,more than three thcusand miles
distant.a land familiary known as the "Land of the Free,and the home of the
Brave".It 18 also known as the"Land of the Free ?,and the home of the Slave"
Although I have lived here now going on thirty years,
and during that time,or at least the biggest part of that time,I have been .
Igainfully employed,still I can truthfully say that I never had the "peace of
mind"Here,that I had in Listowel.I gues this adopted land will always be
foreign to some of us.I tried hard to get back over there.Several years agg
I made application to jein the D.M.P.I explained who I wag,and told all a-
bout my service in the R.I.C,and why I was dismissed from the farce.The Sup
erintendant wrote me a nice letter,explaining that Ex R.I.C men were not be
ing accepted in the D.M.P.He did not explain the reasonsI still got his die
ter tucked away 1in my trunk. 3
I note in your letter that Jerry Mee has recuested you:
to interview some cld I.R.a men,and T.D's,in your District,I .also note tha
you have already forwarded my long letter and photostatic enclosures to hi
so that leaves you with little or nothing to work with.May I respectfully
suggest at this time,that you and Jerry Mee get together on this,and draw |
up a petition to be signed by each and every T.D,who is now a member of the'
Dail Eireann.If the case is propertly explained to them,I do not think that
you would meet one man,to give you 2 negative reply.The same goes for the -
old I.R.A men.Dan Breen T.D should be the first man to sign on the dotted
line.I want you and Jerry Mee to go out and hire a good automobile,with a
chaufiféar,if necessary,plick up Dan Breen,and ask him to accompany you,Dan ¥
1s a democratic B#%H% sort of man,we had many a drink together here,I am
sure that he would be the last one to refuse to accompany you in a misslion
of this kind,and no doubt he is well known by all the other T.D's,and old
I.R.A men.The expenses will all be on me,win or lose, just send me the bill,
&ﬁ'if you mant the money in advance, just drop me a line,and let me know ap-

roximately how much you will need. ¥ . g o
N J f%e expenscs referred to will include payment of the

automobile bill,and the Chauffeur,plus payment of your hotel bill,plus thre
square meals per day,plus all the stout you can consume,plus so much per
day for each one of the three of you people,that 1s Ereen,Jerry Mee,;and ———
y curself.Pleage remember this is not a bribe.This preoposal is put forward
in good faith,and I have nc intention of asking either one of you three

en to wagte your valuable time and effort,in my behalf,without receiving

rgust cémpensation therefor.Afterall there is a very considerable sum of I

—
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mopey involved here.Not alone do I want you pecple to see to it,that I be
awarded a pension,but I expect 1f and when pension is awarded,that said pesn
g4on will be made retroactive,that 18 dating back to the year I1922,the year
all other pensions teok effect. &

Well Maurice,this man isdgxpecting a whole lot,you may-q
say. to yourselfybut I know that yiou will agree with me,when I say thal Iag
entitled to at least, as genercus atreatment,as the men who continued to 3
serve in the R.I.C up to the time of the disbandment.That 1s all T want,and
that is what I demand,and that is all I expect,no more,or no less,I am sure
that you will now agree with me that I am not asking too,much.Those were 8
the terms,and the promises made by the late Michael Collins and the late
arthur Griffith,R.I.P.No Ex R.I.C man was ever denied a pension,because he
joined the force after the 1916 rebellion.He could have joined the week fol
lowing the rebellion,and still be entitled to a pensicn.The only resigned
or dismissed man denied a pension,if I understand it rightly,was the man
who did not have the required three years service.However this ruling did
not apply to the disbanded man,who had at the time of the disbandment,scar-
cely no service at all,or did not recuire any,because there was twelve yeas
added to his actual service for the purpose of pension.In his,the disbanded
man's case a weeks service would suffice. .

As I have already explained to you in a previous lettey
my cagse was unanimously approved by the committee set up by the late Michag
Gollins.It was Ernest Blythe,who was at the time Minister of Finance,who
took it upon himself to reject my claim,soley on the grounds,that he was a-
fraid that by granting me a pension,he may. be .establishing g precedent for
other short service men.Although the short service men that he was epeferrl
to at the time,were just as much entitled to 2 pension,as were their comrad
es,with similar gervice,who continued to serve up to the time of the disbaa’
dment.I would like to know if this man Blythe is dead,and if so,where he
was laid to rest.Perhaps before I pass on I may have an opportunity to vis=
it his grave sometime,I would like to inject into the ground right over his
head,scmething they say that makes the praties(potatoes) grow.Ah,you know :
the rest.I'd like to g--- on his grave.

T am writing Jerry Mee immediately,I am also writing

438 to Most Rev Dr Thomas Hughes .In the meantime you may forward this let

ter to Jerry Mee,and ask him what he thinks of my suggestion.The thing to
do,I thiltk,would be to leave no stone unturned.I am sure that the Irish peo
ple would not let an old friend down,espeeially one who had served them so
well.The photostatic copies that I send you,should I think carry a great
weight.You and Jerry cculd use a little vacation,sc why not take that ride
through the country,I know that you will both enjoy the trip.I will be ex-
pecting to hear from you again in the very near future,so until then good-
bye,good luck 2nd may God bless youd.

Very Truly Yours

L//WWG? M e o | ?_'__,_.
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Enndsmore Listowel,
Co Kerry,iire.

Dear Friend,

I have your letter of July 24th I949.No word yet from Mr En-
right.Yeg,Mr Kelly and myself were staying at Broderick's Hotel for some time, \
tco bad that we had left when you called.We also worked in the Railroad,Proad-
way & Tth Ave Linesa,later transferred to the 5th Ave Buses,was an Ingpector be- J
fore leaving therg,to join the Police Dept.Have been a member of this Deptpsince
February 24th 1928.My friend was over the age limit,at the time, that he became
s citizen.However he holds a pretty decent job,being a manager for the Saleway
Stores,with plenty of responsibilipy.

While in the service of the Railrocad Co,we enccuntered a few
enemies. ur biggest ones being men who were gcahs in their own right,having con-
tinued to work here in the Railrocad,all during the I9I6 strike.What do you think
they would have done,had they been members of the R.I.C,you do not think that
they would have resigned in sympathy with the Sinn Feinn movement,do you.I guess
not.I know that I do not have to explain to you what a Ex R.I.C man had to con-
tend with in those days.It did not matter much whether you were a resigned,dis-~
missed,or a disbanded man. Although as far as I can see,the disbanded man had
the advantage all along,and is better advanced todey,than either sne of the ot-
her two.First of all he was given preferenge,if I understand 1t rightly,at the
time that the Civic Guards came into being,by nof having to walve hils right to
receive a pensicn,&&& if he did choose to join the Guards,Further more he was
not obliged to join up as a new man,for whatever service he had in the R.I.C, ‘
was credited in his favour,the moment he became a Garda.Nice going,a very pat-
riotic gesture on the part of the Free 3tate Government.

5 Now, let us take the case of the resigned,or dismlssed man.He
got no credit for the time that he spent in the R.I.C,he also had tc waive all
rights to collect a pension,before he was allowed to become a member of the Civic
Guards.I guess Messrs Cosgrove & Co called that a fair deal too.It pald dividends
in those days to be non-patriotic.Mind you,all this in spite of the fact,that 1t
was common knowledge,that the chief duty of the disbanded man,prior to the sign-
ing of the 1922 truce,was toc lead the British Military,Auxigllaries,and Blagk-
and Tans,to the home of every known Sinn Feinn sympathizer in the country,s®and
and watoh,and take a particular delight in seeing the torch being applied, or be-
come a eye-witness to a back-yard execution,which were promptly carried out,many
in the very presence of aged parents. s ‘

You and I,and every other member of the R.I.C wellremember the/
many appeals,and promises,made by the Irish people in those troubled times.The /
ery being,resign,resign,you will never regret it,good Jobs awalt you all.We were
between the devil and the deep blue gea.If you resigned,right away you were lo
ed upon as a coward by your former ccmrades,whilg' the other hand,the civilian
population wanted no part of you.In fact you wer ggglo to join a Irish organ-
ization.The net result being that a great many re ignegf ere forced to rejoin the
R.I.C all over again.

There is no doubt,but that a great many men resigned,in sympat
with the Irish cause’that is when the duty, which was being imposed upcn them,be-
came repugnant.But I can assure you that gi; men who resigned were not so patrio
ically inclined.Many of them will tell you today,and make no benes about it,that
they never would h=ve resigned,were it not for the fact,that their folks at home
were being bycotted. _

The following is the stopy of the Listowel mufiny.You well r¢e.
ber that,no doubt.As you may know,Listowel was a Headquarters Statlon.We were/=

iencing a little trouble,but ncthing,in comparison to other parts of the

.7ell,not enough to please Dublin Castle it appears.Immediately followi
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appointment of the late Col Smythe,as commander of the Munster area.Word was re-
ceived us,that he,Smythe,had decided to pay us a speclal visit,on or about June
Ioth 198 ,at IO o'ecloek in the morning,for the scle purpose of giving us a "pep"
talk.50 at the appointed hour,all men asgligned to the command,were ordered to ass-
emble in the day-room. ¥

Prior to Smythe's arrival,we held a few secret meetings of our o
owvn.It was at one of those meetings that we decided to anpoint a spokesman,to speak
in our behalf.Const Jeremiah Mee was the man selected to do the honours,the vote
being unanimous.So what do you think happened.Panic struck the great majority of
the old-timers,and before the rest of us realized what was happening, they,the old-
timers had resorted to every trick in the cards,in order to avoid being present on
the morning of June I9th I1920,to hear what GCol Smy the had to say.

Some of them were sent on outside detalils,while others reported
8ick.Patrick Sheeran took a few days vacation for himself,went to Knoeknagoshel to
see the girl friend,one Migs Morrisey,I believe her name was,no doubt she later
became his wife,good luck to them both.Mr Sheeran did not return to the Rarracks
until he was sure that he,Smythe had left the town.

: Immediatelg after returning to the Barracks,he,Sheeran,packed his
bags,and left for home.He wa accompanied by Tom Hughes,Jeremiah Mee,John Donovan,
and Michael Fitzgerald.The latter four were all present at the Smythe pep talk.Neis
her one of those men ever gave notice in writing,of their intention to resign,and
they were not dismissed,for no trial wag ever held.

It appears following their departure, they went immediatelf to the
office of the Freemans Journal in Dublin,and gave a full account of what had takena
place in the Listowel Parracks,on the morning qﬁuJune I9th I920.3hortly thereafter
a reporter for the said Freemars Journal,came 0 town of Listowel,in order to ver-
ify the story told by those men,and to obtain mope slgnatures to the already sign-
ed statement of Hughea,Mee’Donovan,ritzgerald,and Sheeran.

I received word that Dr James Crowley,R.I.P wanted to see me in
his office,as soon as possible.That same hight,I sneaked out the back way,and head-
ed for the Doctor's office,where I was introduced to the Journal repocrter.After the
reporter had explained his mission,he handed me the signed statement,referred to. a-

" bove,He advised me to read it over carefully,and if I believed it to be the truth,
and the whole truth,to please sign my name under that of the other %% €K five men.

I promptly signed my name as directed.We,the Deoctor,the reporter,
and myself,discussed the sitqﬂation,pro and con.Finally the reporter asked,how can
the signatures of all the other men in the Barracks be secured;Beeing that it was
not advisable at the time,to have all the other men report to the doctor's office,
I volunteered to také the document into the Barracks,and procure the rest of the
signatures.Althomgh I had considerabls difficulty,in obtaining the added signatu-
res,the document was returned to the reporter the following afternoon,with eight
more names added.Michael Lillis was one of the eight men to slgn,although I remem-
ber distinctly,that he had himgelf assigned to special duty at the Listowel Rail-
road Station,on the morning of June I9th I920,and I doubt very much if Michael
would knoe Smythe from a hole in the ground.

Before leaving for Dublin,he,the reporter left a copy of the do-
cument,with the parish priest,one Rev Charles C'Sullivan.Some time later the Aux-

- 1lliaries and the Black-and -Tans carried out a raid on the priest's residence,and
discovered the signed document,among the priest's persondl effects.ivery man whose
name appeared on that document,unless he had already resigned,or was dismissed,was
promptly called into the County Inspectorscffice,and told to resign.Those were the
circumstances under which he,Lillis resigned,and no doubt he must have been more
than embarrassed,becayse Mr Lillis received a promotion,right after we,MrKelly and
myself were dismissed. /" s

After the story of the Listowel mutiny had been broedeast to the
world,and had caused consternation among the Pritish Authorities,and heated discus-
8ions in the House of Commons,resulting in the exchange of several blows,followed
by a mutiny of no small proportions,in India,among the erew of a British ship doc-
ked thereat.The late Michael Collins,R.I.P sent a special messenger to us at Lis-~
towel,(ex Const Jerry Mee,if still alive,will verify this statement,for he was the
man that carried that special message,try and locate him please),

R ; \ i
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wi%h a written message,signed by both,Collins ,himself,and the late Arthur Griffith
R,I.P.pleading with us for Ireland8s sake,to continue to serve to the last,and to
ghow a g®d example to the other men.The message further stated,that as soon as hos
tilities had seilzed,that we would not suffer,neither financially,or otherwise,in

no matter what part of the world we migrated to.Many such messages were received by
us at that time.Some were cablegrams,while others were by letter and telegram,and

a great deal of those messages came from distant lands,including Sydney ,Australia,
U.S.A.India.ete,etc.Bach and every cne of them eongratulated us in the stand that
we had taken,in refusing to do England's dirty work.

cut of all the messages that we received,there was one that im-
pressed us very much,and that was one that we had recived from Dublin,and which
read in part,"Magnificient Listowel,all Ireland at your back",and signed young Ire-
land.Now as far as we could make out at the time,the signature,Yocung Ireland,was
really that of an organization,or paper,run or edited,by none other than his Honor
Bamonn DeValera.You recall the many public statements made by the late Michael Col-
1ins,in which he said,that the men who resigned, or were dismissed,because of their
national sympathies,would be no less generously treated,than the men who had served
up to the time of the disbandment.

A short time after the signing of the treaty ,ﬁe,collins appointed
a special committee,to inguire into the many grievances of the resigned and dismis-
sed members of the R.I.C.Ex Constable McCormack was secretary,while EX Constable
T.J.McElligot, of Ballymagelligot,Listowel,was also a member,also known as (pro pat-
ria).This said committee inquired into many cases of men with short service,and I
was later informed by Mr McCormack,the secretary,that my case,was the only case,
that had met with the hearty approval of the whole committeec.However when my case
was sent to Ernest Blythe(who was at the time Minister of finance)for his approval
and signature,he,Blythe rejected it.The only excuse that Mr Blythe could offer for
this action,was that he was afraid,that by granting me a pension,he would, or maybe
establishing a precedent for other short service men.

In keeping with the wishes of the late Michael Collins,we, Mr
Kelly and myself,continued to serve up to November Ist 1920,when we both were bro-
ught to trial,courtmartialled in fact,and promptly dismissesd.At the trial were
several Military personel,and a few County Inspectors.During al 1 that time between
June I9th I920 and Nov Ist I920,we, Mr Kelly and myself,steadfastedly refused to do
duty with either the Auxillaries.the Military,or the Black and Tans.we also refused
to carry arms of any kind,and the only weapon we carried while on duty,was a baton.
We did not anticipate any trouble from the local I.R.A men,who had already received
ingtructions from the late Michael Collins,to the effect,that we were,at all times
to receive every assistance and cooperation.All this is no hearsay,for it may be Q%
cooperated by any living member of the Irish Republican Army,who was at the time
active in the town of Listowel.

Immediately following our dismissal,we were continuously oh—bke
on the "run".our exit from the town of Listowel was a rather hasty one,in fact we
were very lucky to have escaped with our lives.The occupation forces,(auxillaries,
Military,and Black and Tang)who were sodidly entrenched in the town,had just recei-
ved instructions,(confidential) that we were to be shown no merey,but placed under
immediate arrest,and if we made any attempt to escape,we were to be shot tn the &%
spot.But,thanks to the local I.R. A men,who had in the meantime given us refuge,and
assisted us to escape,the very same fate that befell many a I.R.A man,"shot while
attempting to escape".

A short time after leaving the town of Listowel,we found oursel-
ves in the City of Dublin.While residing thereat,we found it necessary to move from
place to pglace.I recall moving as many %ﬁﬁﬁi as five times in one week,and being
just a step ahead of the forces of the British Crown,who,incidentally,were led by -
none other than two of ocur former comrades in Listowel.Luckily while this drama
was taking place,urgent appeals were being made to the Dublin Irish Leaders,by the
leaders of the Irish cause in the U.S.A,recuesting the presence of at least two-
eye witnesses to the Listowel mutiny,to appear and give testimony,before the Amer-
jcan Commission,who were at the time sitting in Washington,inquiring intec condit-

ions in Ireland.gisé
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The late Michael Collins summoned both Mr Kelly and myself to his dug-out,and ad-
vised us go prepare immediately,to leave for the U.S.A,in order that our testimony

 would be heard by the said commission.He,Colling made all the necessary arrange-

' ments,down to the last detail,even went as far as to pay both our passages,and all
our other travelling expenses.,3o on the morning of January 8th I92I,we boarded the
good ship,S.S.Megantic at Liverpool,and thirteen days later we arrived in the good
old U.3.A.INn asecret compartment of our luggage,we carriedtwo sealed envelopes,each

contzining strictly secret messages;those envelopes were entrusted,in our care,by

' the late Michael Collins,for delivery to the late Harry J Boland,who was at that
time Envoy of the Irish Republic,here in New York,with offices at 500~-5th Ave.

tn our arrival in New York,he,Boland was the first man to greet
us at the pier.I recall very well,scme of Mr Boland's remarks at the pler,when he
introduced us to the extremely large crowd that had asembled.In his brief speech,
he said,may I introduce to you at this time,two ex R.I.C members of the Listowel |
police force,who refused to obey the orders of the late Col Smythe,in the Listowel
police barracks,when he,Smythe,asked each man present,if he was prepared to carry .
out his,Smythe's scheme, of wiping out the $inn Feinn movement.He, Boland, further ex-
plained to the crowd,that the mutiny that tock place,in the Listowel police barrack
following the Smythe speech,was in itself,a much neededshot-in-the-arm for the men
that were on the "run",and was of inestimable value to the whole Sinn Felinn move-
ment in general.In concluding his remarks,he®,Boland told the crowd,that he regret-
ted very much,to have to admit,that there was not to be found in the R.I.C,enough
men of the same calibre,as that of either,Mr Kelly,or Mr McNamara. :

Following Polznd's remarks,we,both Mr Kelly and myself,were lifte

- ed off our feet,and carried shoulders high,to a waiting automobile.A snort while
later Mr Boland appezled to us,to go on a speaking tour.We accepted the invitation,
and addressed overflowing meetings,a$ the following locatio ns,New Haven,Bridgepob}
Hartford,Ansonia,Naugatuck,Seymour,etec,etc.A great drive was on at the time for
funds,for the Irish cause,and the amount collected at each and every one of those
meetings was tremendous.Iunderstand that it was more than three times the alloted
goal.It was really amazing the reception that we received.In scme of the places at
which we appeared,the respomse was so great,and the enthusiasm so wild, that we were
again lifted shoulders high,and carried arocund the different meeting halls.

Everybody present at those meetings,appeared to be of the same
mind,and were in full agreement,that $#8 838 by the stand that we had taken in the
Listowel police barracks,we had rendered a great service to the cause of the Irish
Republie in Ireland,and had at the same time delivered,what appeared to be,a stag-
gering blow to the British authorities everywhere.After giving testimony in Washing
ton,before the American Commission,and touring the country,pleading Ireland's cause
and enriching the Irish Relief Fund,perhaps to the tune of several thousands of
dollars,we,both Mr Kelly and myself,volunteered to return to Ireland to further
serve our motherland.I am fcrmarding you documentary proof of this statement.

Referring again to the men who resigned not because of national
sympathies.I know one ex R.,I.C man,now a resident of this great city of ours,who
steadfastedly refused to resign from the R.I.C,although while home on leave during
the troubled era,he was met by a party of the local republicans,put down on his
knees,disarmed,and made promise that he would promptly resign.But,did he resign,
no he did not.Following his release,he made hid way back to his station house,and
continued to serve right up to about one week prior to the signing of the treaty.
This same man will very frankly admit today,that he would have continued to serve
right up to tﬁz last,were it not for the extreme amount of pressure,that was brou-

ght to bear ofl’¥folks at home.His pension was held up for some time,but was later
granted,when DeValera,himself,interceded for him.Mr DeValera's action in this case
appears rather strange,inagmuch as that he,DeValera,completely ignored,several ap- .
peals that were made in my behalf.However,I firmly believe that the ex R.I.C man

| referred to above,all things congidered,was just as much entitled to a pensiocn,as
the disbanded men were,I feillikewise about ex Const Michael LiLlis,and Ex Const
Patrick Sheeran.Aingghing that either ohe of those three men done,was not,L am sure
any more revolting,than what scme of the disbanded men had dcne.

At one time a ~uestion was £ to t a -
ﬁggiheld here in New Haven,away back in I921,ggere a ??tgggiggggEugyahggigiggpgget
Lo
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( A %one disgruntled member had cast a doubt,as to ocur loyalty to the Irish cause.So
it was there and then decided to appoint a special committeed,to call on the late
Harry J land,and ask him for his opinion in the matter.During the course of the
debate in NMr Boland8s office,this disgruntled person,wh 8 a member of the spectHl
lal committee,referred to above,specifically mentioned g?u%o BEoland,as having Joi-
ned the R.I.C after the I9I6 rebellion.Mr Zoland's answer to that cuestion,was,
" guote,I am persomally acquainted with Mr MeNamara's record,and I know that he is
a descendant of a long line of patriots,and further more,I know, that he,Mr McNamara
did not become a member of the R?I.C until Nov 5th I9I8,scme two and one half yemrs
after the rebellion of 1916.So0 in all fairness to him,how can it be saild that he,
Mr McNamars assisted inany waymin the putting down of the rebellion;when it is a
matter of record,that those brave men who had taken part in the rebellion,were over
powered,and forced to surrender, through the combined efforts of the British army of
occupation,and the men who were at the time members of the Royal Irish Comstabulary
Mr Boland then asked this man who had brought up the question of lgyalty,if he was
- a veteran of the last war,meaning of course,if he was a veteran of World war Nol,
yes,says he,I am a veteran,I was fourteen months overseas.Well says Boland,don't
you realize,that the gervice that you,and thousands of other Irishmen,rendered in
the fields of France,many of wham never returned,was that kind of service that made
England the victor over the German army.By your action,and the action of each and
eéveryone of your comrades,you afforded England the opportunity of placing in Ire-
land, the notorious Black-and-Tan Army,the net result being that poor old Ireland,
is at this very moment,fighting fer her very life.

~L Continuing his lecture,Mr Boland had also this to say,cuote,"I
vefy firmly believe,that we the leaders of the $inn Feinn movement,made our one
great mistake;in fact,he says,I believe that we may have missed the boat,on that
very day,when we denied the young men of Ireland,the right to Join the Royal Irish
Constabulary.I am convinced now,more than ever,that the young men of Ireland,should
not have been denied that right,but instead,should have been organized,given the
proper training,and instructions,and have each and everyone of them pledge allegh-~
ance to the flag of Ireland.As soon as all this had been acomplished, they should
then,have been allowed to join the R.I.C.Please remember that I mean men of the Mc-
Namara calibre,he says.A day would very soon arrive,when each and every prlice bar-
racks throughout Ireland,would have among its members,at least three such young men
Continuing Boland says,had we adopted this course,l can assure you that the Irish
Republican Army,would, overnight,be in possession of each and every police barracks,
throughout the length and breadth of Ireland,with little or no blood-shed.All this
could have been accomplished,and more with it,through the c¢lose cooperation of thee
samé young men.To my knowledge,a number of R.I.C barracks have recently been sur-
rendered to the Irish Republican Army,mind you,says Boland,without a shot having
bekng fired.How,he says,wag this great feat accomplished,of course in no other way,
than through the cooperation of some young R.I.C men.Further more,he says,I have
never known of an instance,of where a R.I.C barracks was surrendered by one of the

old R.I.C men. In each and every instance,where a R.I.C barracks was taken,we found

that the old R.I.C men did fight to the very last man,and to the very last cartrid-
ge.Now,says Boland,as regards those two men,Mr Kelly and Mr McNamara,they both came
here with the very highest of recommendationsi.I can assure you,says Boland,that
both those young men must have proven their metal,before they reached the shores of
America,in order to be so highly recommended,by both Michael Collins and Arthur ##%
Griffith.The services renderecd Ireland,by both those two men,Kelly and McNamara,
says Boland,will I am sure some day,go down in history.

Yes,my friend,Boland was indeed a stalwart friend of ours.So also

was the late Michael Cpllins and the late Arthur Griffith,may God have mercy on the

their souls.There is no doubt at 2ll in my mind,but,that if either one of those men

were alive today,I would not be sitting here,perhaps wasting valuable time and eff-
ort,writing a long letter of this kind,appealing for justice.I have made many app-
eals in the past,all of which fell on deaf ears.Those appeals were made to men,who
11 appears,were more interested in getting jobs for their friends,than seeing to
1},that each and every man got a square deal.
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Yeg,indeed,dppéaling 1o men who were representatives of the Irish Government in Ire
land,a great many of whom,during the troubled era,gave nothing better than lip ser-
vice to tRe cause of the Irish Republic,having spent the biggest part of their time
under the Dbed,I guess.But those type of patriots were to be found in every part of
Ireland,in those days,and mf home town was no exception.

| Well Brother,listen to this.In my town,we had men who were consid-
ered the leaders of the Sinn Feinn movement,and do you know that during the whole
Black and Tan regime,neither one of those men,ever s pent a day in gaol,although
they did not go under-ground,still they were never molested.Strange but true.Those
very men played a very clever game,during the civil war,between the republicans and
the free-staters.Just burned the candle from both ends,and remained on the side linm
©s8,dld not take either side openly.However,they did organize the young men of the
neighbourhood,and after suoplying those young men with dynamite, they directed those
same young men to go ocut and blow up the railrocad bridges.kvery brigge within a rade-
lus of ten miles was destroyed, or rendered useless,by the dynamite supplied by those
very leaders,who were at the time in the building line,erecting new hcmes. ;
| A short time after hostilities had seized,the Free State Govern- 4
ment asked for bids for the repair,ef and replacement,where neeessary,of said brid-
ges.Those very leaders,(black guards I would call them) submitted their bid,and wep@
promptly awarded the contract,believe it or not.Yes indeed,they got well paid for
replacing those bridges,the very structures that they themselves were mainly res-
ponsible for blowing up,while not one cent was paid the parents, or next of kin, of
the young men,who had met with a sudden death,during the blasting operations, of the-{
bridges.The name of one of those poor boys was C'Halloran.His father was a teacher
in my home town,and was rather popular.

' I could go on and on Mr C'Sullivan,but where is the use.Igucss i$
8 all water over the dam.However I do hope that you will find the time,to read thsé
very long letter,and try to place it in the hands of the proper authorities,with a
lew to having my case reopened.I am sending you along,under seperate cover,a phote
8tatic copy of two letters,dated I192I,that I received from the late Harry J Boland,
together with a photostatic copy of the New Haven Register,alsc dated I92I.You will |
also £ind enclosed a photostatic copy of a letter,in the form of a petition,signed
by three prominent citizens of this great republic of curs.Bach and every ong _of the
enclosed coples,should I think,speak for itself.All those papers have alreadgkﬁgvie
wed,by none other than the notoriocus Dan Breen.This inspection took place in Dan's
place of business,on Columbus Ave,behind closed doors,in this city.Dur ing Dan's
shory stay in this country,he ran a rather profitable business,but the only troub-
le with it was,each and every prostective custibmer,had to be serutinized, through a
peep-hole in the front door,before being admitted.Now my object in deseribing Dan's
Dlace of business,is not toc be critical of the man,but just to refresh his memory,
that 1s in case he denies having secen all those papers.Dan's advic e to me at the @
time,was to hold on to alk those papers,and in fact he very sbrongly advised me to
put them in a Bank vauli,for safe keeping,Some day,he says,you will f£ind that those
papers will have real value,and I do hope that the day will never come,he gays,when
you may feel ashamed to BH$H $84d MM&EL&M $5 $odd OnGAEH8 48 9883.display them
in front of both your friends,and your enemies as well.

I am wondering what advice Dan would give me today.Perhaps he #$§
would ignore me, just as DeValera himself has done in the past.Yes 1indeed,DeValera
the man who was the author of the telegram,sent to the Listowel police barracks,im-
mediately following the mutiny,and which read,"MAGNIFICTENT LISTCWEL, ALL IRELAND AT
YCUR BACK".It looks from here,now that he,DeValera,failed to warn us that the peopd
whom he claimed,at that time,to be at ocur back,were at th esame time ready to sever
our jugular vein,and sink the dagger,to the hilt,between our shoulder$ blade.

Ne, I withdraw that statement,in so far as it pertains to ghe pee
ple,because if you ask the average Irish citizen today,if he knows what became of
the Bx R.I.C men who took part in the mutiny in the R.I.C barracks at Listowel on
June I9th 1920,he will tell you that to the best of his knowledge and belief,that B
they were all very well taken care of ,being awarded pensions,and good government
Jobs.Little do they know that the disbanded men,regardless of their length of ser-

vice in the R.I.C,have received much bett reatment, than ha one of the men
who resigned, or was dismissed because o% %ﬁe&r ng% onh& %ﬁi%%.
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