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Dear Friend Jerry,

: I have your letter dated March 30th I950,and
I note with interest,the very great efforts that your are making

in my behalf.You rescued me once before,and I knew very well that

I could call upon you againeWell I guess I will have to let you

in on this little secret of mine.I am referring to that very cold
morning,following the raid on the Ballybunion Police Barracks.I

am sitting here,in a very quite smrrounding,and more than three
thousand miles away.and some thirty one years sand I ean still
gee your face,as clear today,2s I did that morning,as you stood .
outside the door of the barrack,waiting to be admitted,and wondering
what you were going to find inside.Believe me3I do not think that
you ever realized what a relieB it was to me,when I seen your very
broad smile,when you were told that we were all C'K.I was more
scared of the drunken blackguards inside the barracks,than I was

of the marauders on the cutside.

Now Jerry ina day or two you are going to re-
ceive a letter from one John Docnan of I822 Bathgate Ave,Bronx,

New York City.Mr Doonan is a very dear friend of mine,and is in my
opinion,a real honest-to-goodness Irishman,who has spent a great
deal of his own hard earned money,in the purchase of Irish books,
magazines,etc.The collection that he has now on hand,could not I
believe be found anywhere else inthis wide world,and could not I am
sure be purchased for any price.

Mr Doonan has done a great deal of research
work,and when ever a certain book cannot be found ina Library, or
ina historical Society,the person or persons making the request .
are in all cases recuested to write to Mr Doonan,who will in ninety
nine cases out of a hundred fulfil the request.

Mr Doonan has been very well recommended to me,
and is indeed very much interested in our case.He will I am sure
leave no stone unturned,in his efforts to secure all press reports,
in connection with the Listowel mutiny.John recalls the mutiny very
well,he was living over there at the time,and well does he remember
paying 2/6 for a copy of the Freeman's Journal,which gave a full de-
seription of the mutiny.According to John's humble opinion,the Lis-
towel mutiny did more to demoralize the British army of occupation,
and to break Englands strangle hold on Ireland,than did all the am-
bushesg,and barrack raids put together. :

I have been in touch with the Editors of several
Irish papers here,in search of back copies,and each and every one of
them are very anxious to rewrite the whole story of the Listowel mut-
iny,the thirtieth anniversary of which will ecome on the Ioth day of
June I950.Mr Doonan is very anxious to put it into bock form,and place
1t in every Library throughout the country.It being a very historical
event,John*is gure that every branch of the American Irish Historical
throughout the length and breadth of the United States,would be only b
too glad to get hold of it.

For the reasons stated above my friend Mr Doonan
would like to get an air-view picture of the town of Listowel,a good
plctare of the Listowel Police Barracks,a picture of the late Rev

Charles C'Sullivan,P.P of Listowel,in I920,a pictue® of the late Jim |
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we found ourselves on the night o

Crowley,one of the late °"refessor Patrick green,a nice picture of
Dist Insp Tom Flanagan,one of the late Ccl Smythe,Poer C'Shea,and
one of Tuder.Last but not least,a picture of each and every man who
participated in any way in that ever memorable event.Mr Doonan is
very anxious to get a life size pleture of our spokesman,Jeremiah
Mee,also one of the late Michael Collins,and one of the late Arthur
Griffith.The name of this bock will be "The Forgotten Irishmen".
Please let me kncw what you think of the idea.

Jerry, 1t is too bad that we did not save all those
hundredths of cablegrams,telegrams,and letters,that arrived from
all ecver the world,at the Listowel barracks,following the mutiny.

It was indeed,to say the least,very thoughtless on our part,not to
have put them in the hands of some trusted friend of ocurs in Listo-
wel.It would have been foolish to carry them on our person,because
it would have been a dead give away,in case we were ever stopped,
and searched,and those papers found in our possession.

It was also very neglectiful on our part,in not sav-
ing all news paper reports,regarding our activities here inthe U.S.A.
The only news paper report that we did salvage,was the copy of the
New Haven Register,a photostatic copy of which I forwarded to my
good friend Maurice C'Sullivan,and which I understand is now in
your possession.However Jerry,I believe that inabout a week or ten
days,I will have in my nossessiocngpthrough the kind efforts of my
friend Mr Doonan,a complete set of photostatic copies,of the diff-
erent news reports,which appeared inthe different newspapers,both
in this country,and in Ireland also.Those copies Jerry,are really
well worth while waiting for,and I can assure you Jerry,that there
will be a lot of people surprised,and will I sm sure +iamt agree that
the name seledted for the book referred to above,is a very approp-
riate one.Cf course there will always be 2 certain element that will
condemn us for the part that we played,but their kind will be found
chiefly amongst the Tories inthe north of Irelgnd.

My friend Mr Doonan feels that the men who mutined in
the Listowel police barracks,never received the recognition that they
were Justly entitled to,and says that our names belong up there with
the very best of them.Hence his anxiety to see it put into bock form,
and has in fact volunteered to do all the research work,in connection
with our case.Mind you Jerry,Mr Doonan dces not intend to make one
penny profit,in the whole deal.All he asks for is a very small fee,
to cover the expense in the making of the photostatic prints,ete.I
have already paid him in advance for this work.

The beck he says,when complete,should contain about
four hundred pages.I visited him a few days ago,and he showed me a
bock entitled "The Drama of Sinn Fein",written by Cathal Brugha.Now
Jerry,while Mr Brugha did not mention our names in his book,he did
nevertheless,give us a very nice write up.In fact any Irish book -,
of recent origin,that you piek up today,contains several references
to the Listowel mutiny.I am spre t the late Harry J Boland,Envoy
of the Irish Republic,meant_ever§L t he said,when he addressed a
large crowd on the Pier,on the day thatwe arrived here in New York.
After the introduction,and when the cheering had died down,he told
the assembled erowd that the mutiny that took place in the Listowel
Police Barracks,following Col Smy the's speech,was in itself,of ines-
timable value to the whole Sinn Fein movement in general,and a much
needed shot-in-the-arm,for the men who were on the run. 3

Jerry I would like to say a good word $8% in behalf
of Head Const Plover,who was one of the high ranking officers in
charge at Listowel,at the time of the mutiny,and a short while later
transferred to Cork City.After you men left,Kelly and mgﬁglgoggggggnd

rath r Y ur eomrzdes,frowned on by
sndec l%lpbcfug-ea ﬁghgggt?doz?yaffrkirt;ds of éscorts.so where do you think

Julg I7th 1920,



Those two words,Dear Tom,were really meant,or used in terms of endear-
ment,and not for any other reason,There certainly was ne offence intended,
in their use.I am at = loss to understand why neither one of those three
letters were never acknowledged.I always admired Tom,and more especially
. For his true christian spirit,and clean living,and regardlesé}whether he
Likes it or not,he will always be Tom Hughes to me.I am going to write

him a long letter in a day or two,and tell him all about it.Perhaps he

was in Ireland at the time.I notice that his present address is somewhat
different tb the address that I put on my letters to him.

Jerry I have been trying hard to obtain a copy of the
book entitled,imerican Commission on Conditions in Ireland,and so far I
have not been very successful.I have written to a few friends of mine,and
I expect to hear from them in a day or two.Cn yesterday afternoon I vis-
ited the American Irish Historical Society at No 99I-5th Ave,this ecity,
and asked to be shown the abbve bock.Within a matter of seconds the Lib-
rarian had it on the table in front of me,and what I did not know before,
was that said brok was nublished intwo volumes.The first volume is large,
while the second one is somewhat smaller,and carries the same name as the
large volume,but with an additional title,Interim Report.The small volume
is the one that earries our report,Kelly's and mine.Your name is prominen-
tly mentirned in both these reports.I also asked to be shown back numbers
of old newspapers.I was then taken up to the third floor of the building,
and that was where I spent the rest of the afternoon.

I was shown coples of the Gaelie American,dating back
to I920 and I92I.I had always been under the impression that the Freemans
Journal,and the other Irish newspapers,had given very prominent space to
the Listowel muginy,until I read the Gaelic American yesterday.Zelleve me
when I tell you that from the way that the story appeared inthe papers here
any normal person would naturally have to come to the econclusimon,that the
Listowel mutiny,was in itself of inestimable value to the whole Sinn Feinn
movement in general.and was a much needed shot-in-the-arm for the men who
were on the run,and was at the same time a thorn in the side of the Brit-
ish Government,a dagger pointed at the very heart of the British authorit-
les in Ireland.Honest Irishmen everywhere will gladly admit all those sta-
tements to be the truth,and the whole truth.

The Society referred to above,will not underany cir--
cumstances,allow any record to be removed from the building.So that is that,
Did my friend Maurice r'Sullivan send yoq‘the photostatic f6f the New Haven
Register,dated I92I,wherein appears a phograph of both Ke!ly and mgself.
The original of that copy was i1llegally removed from one of the ~ubliec Lib-
raries here,several years ago.This act was a crime in itself,inasmuch as
that if the culprit,was apprehended,and tried before a competent court,and
conyicted,he wamld be liable to a term of two years imprisonment,five hun-
dred dollars fine,or both. :

Well Jerry some years ag~ I met one of the disbanded
men,whom I had never seen before,or since.3o he gays,is'nt your name licNa-
mara,and I said yes it is.Ch,you are cne of the Listowel men,are'nt ygu.I
said yes,that is right.Well he says,is it alright if I ask you a persqgl
question,I said sure,go ahead.le then asked me if I was recelving a pen-
sion,and I said,no I am not.Well it sérves you right,he says, that's the
thanks that you got for selling your former comrades down the river.Well
I says I gol something home that I value more than any pension.Well he
says I would like to see it.I headed for home,and returned immediately
with all my credentials.After looking them over,he says,do you know what
you can do with those things,you can w--your a--with them,they never got
you anything,or they nevee will.I have been taunted plenty believe me,and &
have worried so much over the cold treatment accorded me by the Irish Govt,
that it has already made me an old man.Gee,I have often said to myself,If
they,the Irish Govt would only give me a certificate,similar to that which
I received from the late Harry J RBoland,then at least I would have some-
thing to throw back in the faces of my enemies.You will hear from me agaain
in the very near future.Very best regards,I am
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Hello,hello,hello.Long time no see,long time noé hear,as the
man from Italy says.How are you anyhow,and how is Mrs Mee,and all the 1litt-
le Mee's.If I remember Rightly, just before we left Dublin,Kelly and myself,
You were about to get married,or youa had just got married then,which i as
one it was,I cannot remember clearly,but it was one or the other of the twe
I distinetly recall that you,Kelly and myself,went to a photographer in one
of the side streets off ('Connell Street,and had some pictures taken.Maybe
Yyoa still have those prints,if so perhaps you could forward one to me.I wou
1d also like to have a nice picture of you,and the whole Mee family.There
is no particular hurry about either one of those two requests.

Well Jerry,tc return to the Dublin scene again,Il will never
forget the night that we left Dublin,in the night boat,for Liverpool,I can
still see poor Simon XKane,or Keame,standing there on the dock,waving his
white handkerchief frantically in the air,until the old boat pulled out of
sight.As we boarded the beat pocr Simon started to cry out loud,and we coud
not pacify him no how,

: Simon was a native of Kilkee,Co Clare,or some part of the
west of Clare.l do not recall what kind of work he docne in Dublin,and I ean
not say whether you ever met him or not,but he was a grand fellow.I certain
ly would like to see,of at least hear from him again.If you know his where-
abouts,would you kindly ask him to drop me a line.,Maybe he is dead and gone
whno knows.God only knows.

The trip to Liverpool was indeed very rough,we got an awful
tossing around,and arrived in Liverpool a few hours late.We made ocur way to
the Union Hall Hotel,in Union Street,and stayed there for 2 day or two,but
there was scarcely no sleep.™e of our pals,a Co Galway boy,whose name Icea
not remember just now,and who was also on his way to the U.3.A suddenly be-
came ill,became temporarily unbalanced,but thank God he snapped out of it,
before the ship sailed,and we were able to pass him through.

All went well until the good old 3'S Megantic pulled into
Queenstown harbor,a small tender,or boat drew up alongside of our ship,and
a couple of o0ld damsels started selling souvenirs,including green handker-
chiefs inscribed "EBrin go Bragh",etc,8hortly thereafter the horn of the big
ship sounded,which indeed wag the signal that we were about to leave.There-
upon those ocld damsels turned from selling thelir wares,to the sigging of od
old Irish songs,the words of cne of the songs went something like this,
"And when you are out in the rcean,It will run in your mind,God be with you
old Ireland,I am leaving you behind".Well believe me Jerry,if I could get
hold of a brick,or a rock,at the time,I would surely have conked one of the
se old damsels,right on top of the head with it.

' Everybody on ship,including myself was crying,especially the
emmigrants who were sailing for the first time.There was no restraining of
them.I know I was no good for at least five hours,after the ship had left
Queenstown.It Took the ship thirteen days to make the crossing from Queens-
town to New York,a trip that should have been made in six days.We enccunte-
red very bad weather,and to make metters worse,the ship lost a part of the
rudder, or propeller,causing it to go several miles off its course,hence th
the thirteen days. '

I eould write a book on my eXperiences since I set foolt here

in New York.I can verg truthfully say that in all those years,that I have
never done anything,that would in any way reflect on myself,or my race,Il

Hello Jerry,




No2. have 83#848% always tried to play fair,and treat the other fellow,as I woud
wish to be treated myself.I often wonder does it pay.I have indeed met with
ﬁany disappointsments in my time,but the straw that really broke the camels
back,was the time that the Irish Government denied me a pension,and refused
‘to put me on the samé footing,3s the lowly Black and Tan,and the other men
who continued to serve in the R2I.C up to the time of the disbandment.Those
very men who led both the Auxillaries,and the Black and Tans,to the home of
every leading Sinn Feinner, throughout the country.I do not have to explain
to you just what went on in those days,you no doubt know more about 1t than
what I do,because you were right in the thick of it.How you ever escaped
alive,the good Lord only knbws. :

Although we Jerry,both you and me,and the rest of the p
boys at Listowel,positively refused to obey the orders of the late Col Smy
the at Listowel,on that ever memorable day,June I9th I920,you can rest ass-
ured that his very orders were carried out to the bitter end afterwards.
Just think of it Jerry,those very men who later carried out his,Smythe's
orders,were all mwarded pensions,and no questions asked.But a great many
poor fellows who resigned,or were dismissed like myself,because of ocur nat-
ional sympathies,had to answer all kind of suestions,and were still turned
down because we did not happen to have the required three years service.

Ag far as I know,neither Collins,or any other one the
Irish leaders in those days,never asked what service I had.It was not a
question of service then.The big nuestioy at that time was,is he with us or

against us,or can we use him,or can we depend on him.You know only too well
how much you,yourself depended on me to back you up,I did not shirk my dutly
neither did I go back on my promise,to back you to the very last,and I was
not one of those men who asked Sgt Byrnes to assign me to special duty,and
I had no girl friend that I could spend a few days with.Paddy Sheeran was
very lucky in that respects.Ye had some time coming to him,gnd being very
well thought of by Sgbt Byrnes,who did not hesitate to put in a good word
for Pat,with the Head Constable,who promptly excused Pat for I think it was
for four days,effective 8 A'M June I9th,socme two hours prior to Smy the's
arrival.As far as I can récall there were a few others,who got a like ass-
ignment.I know Micky Lid3is was one,the others I am nct rightly sure.

The real battle tock place right after yocu men had left
we were really put to the test then.Three nights a week,the little English
3gt Major,and ten of his men who were at that time stationed in “allinrud-
dery,would come marching into the barracks,and ask that four of us be assig-
ned under his command,for the purpose of patrolling the town,and three nighs
a week that same Sgt and his men,were obliged to leave the barracks,and a-
gain march back to his digs in Ballin ruddery,without his request being gra-
nted.We positively refused to do duty either with the Auxilliaries,the Mil-
itary or the Black and Tans.We demanded bo be accompanied by our own offic-
ers,and nobody else,otherwise there was no patrol,and no patrol there was.
And last but not least,I personally objected to the carrying of a rifle or
a shot gun,or a gun of any kind,sc I there and then withdrawn from patrol
duty altogether,and a short while later I was transferred to Ballylongford,
where I remained,until Kelly and myself was courtmartialled in Listowel,and
promptly dismissed.Kelly and myself were indeed very lucky to escape from
Listowel on the night of our dismissal.You know Deputy Inspector Sullivan
and his henchmen from Limerick was in command at the time,and it was only
by the grace of God that we escaped.

You no doubt recall paying a, visit at Listowel,short
ly before we were dismissed.I am sure that you a%éﬁ;fﬁat your mission was,
and the message that you brought us,from Michael Collins himself,"Quote,for
god and Ireland's sake,tell them to serve to tpe very last,and show a good
example to the other men".Are not those Collins very words.The suestion of
service was not mentioned then,sc I cannot see why it should be allowed to
show its ugly nose now,or at any time,after that message was delivered.

Immediately following your expose #8 the Freeman's Journal,a representative

L______;______ﬁ_____________“ . _ : J
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of the sald Journal,was dispatched to the town of Listowel,in search of ad-
‘ditipnal signatures for the affidavit which was already signed by both you,
Tom Hughes,John Donovan,Michael Fitzgerald,and Patrick Sheeran.Who do you
think was the first one to sign on the dotted line,that's right,you guessed

it,T was.Michael Kelly was the next one to sign,but from there on we ran ia

‘and were largly attended by men from the outlying station houses.I recall

}/:to a mess of trouble.Several meetings were held in the Listowel Barracks,

)

{

)

|

)
(

big John Toughy,and Mr Markham were present from the Tarbert Police Barr-
acks.Neither ocne of those two gentlemen were a bit bashful,when it came to
criticizing us,for the action that we had taken.Every man whose name appea-
red on that affidavit,was roundly condemned.BEven Tom Reidy,R.I.P wanted to
Inow who authorized me to sign the affidavit.Tom felt that I should have
approached either nimself or Mike Lillis,and ask them for their advice be-
fore putting my John Hancock on that paper.

Poor Tommy =urns was shocked,no end,he wag blastiing
everybody.I never heard such cursing in all my life,he used to smcke himsel
to sleep.As for the por Sergeants,Byrnes,Micky Ryan,Billy Watson,and John
C'Connell,they were out of their feeling altogether,they did not know whet-
her they were coming or going,or night from day.lMay God have mercy on their

\ poor souls,I guess they have all passed on to the great beyond.Likewise

Tom Flanagan,and Head Const Plover.
Cthers that I would like to be remembered to are,John
Donovan,Michael Fitzgerald,John Sinnott,whom I believe was a Co Waterford
boy.I guess Maag Coolahan,and the 'Head,that is Head Mulvihil,the old J.P,#
and Johnny Ford,are all dead.Likewise Paddy Breen,and Jim Crowley,the vet.
About eighteen years ago,Iwas directing traffic at the intersection of West
I8Ist Street & Wadsworth Avenue,in this eity,and who do you think stopped
his automobile,and asked me to direct him to Canada;Mr Markham,the gentle-
man from Tarbert,and Julia Wolfe,fhe girl that used to attend bar at Paddy$
Breen's shop on Church Street, just above Police Barrack,and two children.
I was not immediately recognized by Markham,but poor
Julia Wolfe almost collapsed,and as soon as she came tg,she flung the car
door open,and jumped out on to the roadway,and ran in my direction,and very
nearly toock me off my feet,with a flying tackeke.she hugged and kissed me,
shock my hand until it almost became numb,patted me on the back,and as a
crowd of people was about to colleect on the corner,I decided that it was
about time for me to move,so I walked her tc the corner drug store,and wal-
ked inside,where we both chatted for some time.llarkham never leftithe car.
After a while I sbarted to worry that poor Markham and the two children,
would have to head for Canada without Julia,so as luck would have it,there
was an accident down the street,and I told her that I would have to head
down there,that wag the last I semnof thenm.
- Well Jerry,I Just wrote to my friend Maurice Sullivan,
and I asked him to forward my letter tc you.In my letter to Maurice I sug-

. gested that you both ge ocut and hire a good automobile,with a chauffeur if

necessary,and per scnally interview each and every T.D,and I.R.A leader in
the twenty s8ix counties,and have each and every one of them sign a petition
in my behalf.I also suggested that the noteoricus Dan Breen accompany yoa oh
this trip.Dan I know perscnally,met him here in New York several times.He
is the man whe very strongly advised me several years ago to safe guaed all
those very valuable credentials of mine.Now if you men decide to follow tha
suggestion of mine,please remember that all expenses will be borne by me.
regardles whether or not we are successful.

- Jerry I Jjust finished-peading your very welcome letter,
which I received this A'M.I am cutting this one short,so as I ean get star-
ted on this other letter,which you can expect in the very near future.That
sworn statement which appears under appendix E,in the photostatic enclosure
is my,statement,given before the American Commission on Conditicns in Ire-
land,and taken from the bock so namedj;we arrived here just before the Com-
mission adjourned.I will now close,so for the present,I will say good bye,
good luck and may God bless you.

Very Trul

Y oups
Z/
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F620, the night that Smythe was shot in the Cork
County Club.Well believe it or not,we were in Cork City on escort
duty,having arrived there in the early morning of that same day.But
luckily for us,ocur presence was immediately observed by Head Const
Plover,who at onge strongly advised us not to make it known to a
soul either inside or outside of the barracks,that we had come from
the Listowel Barracks.

- Word had not yet been received at the Bork City
barracks,that Smythe had been shot dead in the County Club.So the very
moment that word had been received of hid death,all hell broke locse -
in the barracks.Head Const Plover immediately approached us again,and
called us aside,and said,for God Almighty's sake,hide yourselves some-
place.If it ever becomes known in the barracks here that ye are two of
the Listowel men,he says,ye will never leave here alive,ye will be cam
ried out of here in two wooden boxXes.As sure as God is my Judge,he sap
- ye will be blamed for putting the finger on Smythe.What in God's name
he says,took ye down here anyway.We then explained to him that we were
sent here cn escort duty.My God,he exclaimed,where can I put ye up.I
am here only a short time myself,he says,and I am not acquainted on th-
cutside.He then put his hand in his pants pocket,and pulled out the kg
key to his own room in the barracks,here,he says,take this key,and go
up in my room,and lock the door from the inside.Tzke the key out of
the lock,and do not open that deoor for anybody ,and remain there until
ye hear from me again.I have an extra key here,and I will ppen the don
myself when I return,he says.

So that is where we stayed for the next two days,
until we left,for the return journey to the Listowel barracks,which wa
uneventful.The moment that we returned to the Listoeel barracks, our
comrades started a whispering campaign against us,They could be obser-
ved in every corner of the old barracks whispering to each other,and
gelieve it or not there was same of the boys that you could not con-

ince,but Smythe was fingered by both Kelly and myself,right up to
this very day,they will tel hat it was a very strange coincidence,
that Smythe was killed the very day that we arrived in Cork City.

Mr Doonan would I am sure like to secure a picture
\ of Head Consy Plover,and his background,and where he is today,if alive
or dead.Here is another instance where we,Kelly and myself proved our
metal.We were sent to Limerick City,also on escort duty ,and remained
or put up,in the William 8t Barracks,for three full days.Bach and ev-
ery day for the three days,and three times a day we were sent to the
railrocad station,and ordered to board outgoing trains.We went to the
railroad station alright,but never boarded 2 train,and refused point B
blank to do so,on the ground that there was nc crime being committed,
or attempted in our presence.

We thought that we were getting away with it,until
the day of our trial,or courtmartial,you might as wellsay,when we were
charged with conduct unbecoming to an officer,and so on,and so forth.
O6f course Jerry I am putting all this information into my main report
that I intend to have completed in a very short time.So Jerry may I ak
ask you at this time,to please be patient with me,until I find out

what Mr Doonan can produce in the matter of old records,etc.derry I am
forwarding to?&cu aphunlica%e copy of a le té} of reccmmenéation dated

March 29th'I93#,which I received from the Hon John P Barry ,who was Stat
Secretary of the American Associaticn for the Recognition of the Irish
Republic,for the State of Connecticut,in I92I,the year that we came to
United States of America.The original copy of this letter I attached to
anapplication for a pemsion,and which I forwarded to Mr DeValera,way
back in I934,all of which were ignored,believe it or not..s the letter
should speak for itself,I have no further comment to make on it,at this

time.This is all for the present Jerry,you shall hear from me aﬁain in
the very near future.So for now,Iwlll say good bye and good luck.

VLY TRYLY YeyRse
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Dear Jerry,

I am in receipt of your letter dated April 22nd,I950,
and this is to advise ycu that I am awfully glad indeed that you recelved
the first baten of documents that I forwarded to you a short time ago.l al-
so send you a cablegram,advising you that the documents were being forwar-
ded,and to safe-guard the sameé.You have not mentioned anything in your let-
ter about the receipt of the cablegram.However it dces not matter much,so
long as the documents arrived safely.

May I call your attention to the stamp of the New York
Public Library,which appears on the back of each document.In a very short
time Jerry,I am goipg to forward to you,photostatic ccples of papers,not -
printed in English,but in German,French,Italian,8panish,and in many other
foreign languishes,all of which gave very prominent space to the story of
the Listowel mutiny,believe it or not.Allof which gces to prove Jerry,that
the echo,which you created,when youbthrew your cap,belt and bayonet on the
day-room table,in front of Smythe,was heard throughout the world.

I may also be able to secure copies of some of the Aus-
tralian papers,which I am sure must have given a good account of the Lis-
towel mutiny; judging from the number of cablegrams that we received at the
Listowel barracks,from Australian gsources,following the mutiny.

A short time prior to our arrival in this country,a
very nasty situtaticn had developed here in this slide of the Atlantic,that
is between the Irish themselves,and those of Irish descent.It appears that
DeValera,who was here at the time,was grabbing a great deal of the lime-
light,away from scme of our Irish American politicians,namely Judge Coho-
lan,and John DeVge,who it is very rellably reported offered DeValera the
enormous sum of (ne Hundred Thousand Dollars,to pack up and leave the cou-
ntry.It was then that DeValera started a new organization,namely the AMER®
ICAN ASSCCIATICN for the RECCGNITICN of the IRISH REPUBLIC,while both Co-
halan,and DeVgp carried on under the banner of the old organization,the
FRIENDS of IRISH FREEDCM.

The late Harry J Boland,R.I.P of course belonged to the
camp of EKamonn DeValera,and it was $#§# this camp that we,both Kelly and
myself stepped into,when we 1landed in Hew York.Had we stepped into the op-
posing camp, of Messrs Ccholan and DeVog,we would I am sure be wined and
dined in the best hotel in this city,free of charge, of course,and would
at the same time,have gaved ourselves the humiliation of sleeping in a
Park bench,which we did on many occasions,believe it or not,having no ot=-
her place to rest our weary bones,and no funds with which to buy even a
cup of coffee.Jobs were indeed hard to be found in those days.I belleve
I have already told you in ancther letter,how we washed dishes, Just so as
we could eat,and keep a little nourishment in our bodies,and how a complet
stranger,not an Irishman either,But a man of the Jewish faith,toock pity on
us,and escorted us from the Park bench,to 2 nicely furnished room,and hel-
ped us to secure our first decent job in this city.

Now Jerry,strange as it may geem,while we were wined
and dined by i#he members of the American Agsociation for the Recognition
of the Irish Republic,we were on the other hand,boycotted by the Coholan-
DeVoy click,who incidentially happened to have the big money behind them.
We received little or no publicity,and although we made many friends,still
we were poison to a greatl many others,all because we boarded the band-wa-
gon of Messrs DeValera and Boland.It wase in the year I922,shortly after
the signing of the treaty,that he,2oland,met his death over there,in some

kind of a skirmish.I am indeed gure,had God sp%Fed %@m,that he,Boland wou-
1d be only too glad to say a good word in our behall.
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s 1% In fact I know that he would be in there fighting,with sleeves rolled up,
N and ready to take on the first man,who dared to criticize the Listowel
{@ mutineers.Boland was one man who really appreciated,and thoroughly under-
» stood,the significience of our actions at Listowel,prior to,during,and
2 following the mutiny.God rest his scul in peace.Il am still at a loss to
understand the action of the other gentleman,DeValera.The very man that
~¢ We upheld, through thick and thin,never let him down,even spoke very highly
‘t of him at each and every meeting,which we had the honor of addressing,both
qshere in this city,and throughout the 3tate of Connecticut.”hy he gave us
« the cold shoulder,by ignoring each and evry plea,that we made to him since
131922.A11 we ever asked him for,was that we be accorded the same treatment
Yag the men who continued to serve up to the time of the disbandment.3ut
Ywall to no avail.I guess we will never no the reason.
' But let us take the strange case of Mr X,(last name
»will remain anonimous for the time being).Mr X was a member of the R.I.C
with long service,a native of Caherciveen,Co Kerry.During the troubled ti-
R .?t‘mes,Mr X went heme on leave,and while there some of the loeal I.R.A men
~» wpaid him a visit,and esceorted him to a field,or bog,adjoining his home,dis
g armed him,and put him down on his knees,and made him promise them,that he
culd resign immediately.Did Mr X resign,indeed not,instead Mr X returned
to his barracks,and continued to serve in the R.I.C right up to about one
week,prior to the signing of the treaty.Wwhat do you think was his reason
for resigning then,not national sympathies of ecourse,but the extreme am-
sount of pressure that was being brought to bear on his folks at home.After
his regignation,Mr X made his way to the U.S.A,and while here he made an
application for a pension.His application was held up for a little while,
ut not for long,thanks to his honor Zamonn DeValera,who very promptly in-
terceded for him.Strange,but true.
Well Jerry,in a few days you can expect a visit from
a very pooular priest,the Very Rev Father Bane,a Co Galway boy.He 18 on
the S.3.Brittanic,which sailed from pier 54,Vew York,at I2-0I A'M,on Fri-
day,May 5th last,and is due to arrive at Liverpoocl on Saturday May I3th,
. §or perhaps earlier.I have never had the pleasure of meeting the Rev gen-
tleman,but I made a gallant attempt.I was on the pier on the night that th
good ship sailed,but got there just a few minutes too late,as the gangpiak
was being removed.I did not know of his presence in New York,until the
last minute,although my friend Mr Doonan,who was also on the pier that sa-
me night that the ship sailed,sent me a message the previous day,through
my barracks.The message was taken down by a Dutchman,and a Free Masocn at
that,wvho failed to deliver same to me.So Jerry,when you see the Rev Father
tell him to say a prayer for the Free Mason ,who was the cause of it all.
-yl send him & radiogram on beoard ship,ask him if he received same.
Father Zane,who was a College class-mate of the Rev
Bishop Hughes,and under whose jurisdiction he is,I understand,at the pre-
sent time,toock a very active part in the fight for Irish Independence,prioc
to his Joining the priesthood.S5o0 I think that it would be advisable for
you to lay the whole case before him,for I should think that a word from
him weuld go a long way.I understandthat he may return to the U.S.A again
before heading for Nigeria.I very thoroughly understand contents of your
~ confidential ncte,and have ceen a copy of the letler that the gentleman
wrote you.A8 I have already explained to you,he is without a doubt a very
good research man,and while he may have had the very same thing in mind,
. that you havefbelieve me he is not finaneially able to do anything along
those lines.Accept with courtesy,anything,and everything that he may send
| Yyrur way.I have a big bundle of photostats,which he procured,and which you
) . can expect to receive in a very short time.
Tather Bane was telling scmeone here that one of the
Listowel men is now a resident of RBoston,U.8.A.Who ig it,do you know.Can
you get boock entitled 'Life of DeValera,written by McManud,it tells all a-
bout the split between DeValera,Coholan and Devoy.%lso Eook w{itggn by Col
Crozier,ocur names prominently mentioned therein.Let me know please.
; -- : Vey TEuly Youts
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My dear friend Jerry:.

Received your letter a few days ago, glad to hear
that you are well and that you are making progress in my
case, I note that Rev, Hughes 1s going to pay you a viglt,
Well Jerry before I forget it, Kelly and myself would like
to have a photograph of both you and him taken togethe,
and sent on here., I would then be able to have one each
. taken of Kelly and myself, and combine all into ‘one group,
just for eld times sake. I understand that to publish
anything about the Rev. Hughes in reference to the Listowell
incident, may or may not prove a little embarrassing to him,
I believe that the English Govemment 1s, at the present time,
ahd has been for some years past, granting subsidy, or allot=-
ment to the Africian Missions, with which Rev. Hughes is
connected with. The méney grant 1s for the eréction and
maintenance of the misslonary schoold, which Rev, Hughes has
bullt, or 1s at the present time under construction; and
amounts to something like two thousand pounds per school
per year, So the piétures will be for our own personal use,
and not for publication, Although there are a great many
people over here in the U.S.A. that would be only too anxe
ious to publish both yoursand Rev, Hughes 1life story. Es-
peclally the important part you men played in the struggle
for Irish freedom, Too bad that Rev, Hughes did not head
for the shores of America, instead of to the wilds of Africa,
He would have just as many pagans to conwvert over here, as
he would over there.

On Sunday last I called at the home of Frank Hughes,
here in New York who I understand is Tom's oddest brother,
and believe me a good time was had by all, I saw a few
pictures of Tom, and belleve it or not, I got the surprise
of my life, as the Rev, gentlemen could pass me on the
street and I would not know that I ever lald eyes on him
before. Such a change, his hair looks snow white, but he
stlll parts it 1n the middle. His face looks drawn, but I
understand that he had a bad attach of guthritls some years
back, ;and the African climete did not help him any. Please
convey to him our very best regards. KXelley and myself re-
quest him to remember us 4h his prayers.

Now as regards that report of mine, which you have
so patiently waited for all this time. You canexpect this
report on or before June 5th, just prior to Rev, Hughes's
arrivaly Iook 1t over good, you never read anything like it
in your "1ife, I am alse sending you several photostatic
coples taken from book"Ireland Forever", Second Edition.
This book was published in Iondon and Toronto, Canada, some
years ago, and was written by Col Cnozier, of the famed
Black and Tans, and alsogrfmtineer, A great book to read.
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If you can't procure a copy of this book, will you be kind
enough to send it on to me, and don't forget to read it your-
gelf, I went .to great pains to get those photo-prints. The
men who owns thls book, picked i1t up in Ireland several years
ago, while on a ¥isit. ‘Do you know that he would not let that
book: out of -his sight, and accompanied me to where I had those
prints made, There is another book, and one which I have not
yet been unable to get a hold of, entitled, Michael Collins

and the making of Ireland, or, some such heading., It i1s written
by Pearse Beasley.

is
The Gaelic American Prinba/bein% gsent to you, so asg
that you will read and understand what said In my last letter,
about belng denied publicity, etc. fhere in New York) Kindly
note what was published in this paper, about the late Harry J.
Boland, R.I.P.

By the way Jerry, your last lletter was mislaid., I
would appreciate you sending'me an exact copy of the same
next time you write. Oh yes, I am also sending you a photo-
statlic copy of a letter I received from the late Professor,
Patrick Breen, several years ago. The Proféasor was very
active in Sinn Felnn circles in Listowel in owr time. I am
also sending a copy of a letter I received from Mrs. Crowley,
widow of the late Jim Crowley, T.D. I had a very nice letter
from Jim, but foolisghly enough I forwarded it with the applic-
ation I made for a pension several years ago gnd it was never
returned to me. Do you know Mrg, MéCorhack of 75 Russell Ave,,
Drumcondra, formerly Sec. of the Reaigned and Dismissed Mem-
bers, if so write him if he is alive, and ask him to turn over
to you any papers of mine that he may still have in hig poss=-
ession, Mr, McCormack can tell you that my case was the only
one that was unanimously approved by the said Committee, that
lg of the cases of the short service men, Why this Committee
turned down any resigned or dismissed men's case, 1s beyond
me. I am sending you a copy of the Treaty signed in London.
Please read Clause #14, which has to do with the granting of
pension to former members of the Royal Irish Constabulary,
This was the smme treaty that was aigred and accepted in
Iondon by the former heads of the Irish Government.

I am also forwarding to you photostic conies of the

'following letters, received from differentssurces a good many

years pgos o Blythes letter dealing with my sension.
2. One from the SinnTFeinner.,
3« One from the Benjamin Frankin Bureau.
4, One signed Py Frank Gallager,DeValera's Sec..
5. One from Mr Fawsstt,the Irish Consul.

You may find those letters to be of gome use.Look them over
and let me know what you think of them.There is a lot more st-
uff that” I know that I can get,but it all takes time,end ple~-
ty of patience.Oh yes,it has been suggested that I send you

aplcture of Kelly and myself,for insertion in the Cork Ex-
aminer.or some such leading Irish newspaper,coming on the 30th
anniversary of the Listowel mu¥iny,June I9th next.Good propaga-
nda,I think.Just have the pictures inserted,on top would be the
words, "Thirty Years later",and underneath,a short stoyy,of say
thirty words.If you think it advisable,put the whole thing in,
This is all for now,SO p%guﬁé have patience for a few days,

i Kindest Regards to all

6!’ﬁ;A:? ﬁﬂtjkaou¢ﬂ4JL1
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Dear Jerry,

I have your letter dated Jume 26th 1950,and was indeed glad to
hear from you,and to know that everything is going along smoothly,as can
be expected,under the conditions.

In my search for the truth,and in order to obtain the several
Copies of old records,that I mabled to you several days ago,I have had
certain cbstacles to over-come.First of all,I work everyday myself,which
through no fault of mine,has become more or less a handicap.Secondly,I
have to depend on somebody else,to seek clit the records referred to above.
This is a rather slow procedure,because the gentleman that I have employed
to do this work for me,has to do it in his spare time.I do not kmow of any
person better qualifiedfithan is this man that I have employedsSo far,in
my estimation,he has done a véry fine Job.Through this men's efforts,I am
how in a position,to inform you,that at no time,in the past,has my app-
lication for a pension,been discussed in the Dail Eireann.

While the names of many resigned and dismissed members of the
R.I.C(many of whom had beccme destitute,or were in great distress,due tb
being unable to secure suitable emplagyment,having being refused admittance
to the Civiec Guards),was frequently mentioned in the Dail,not once was my
case,or that of any other Listowel Ex R.I.C man,even remotely referred to.

at the same time Mr McCormack,and Mr McElligott,was writing to
me,letters of eﬁﬁouragement,and high praise.You may ask yourself,how doeg
he know all this.Here is how I know it.I have both McCormacks,and McEllig-

otts letters,and I have also access to the minutes of the Dail Eireann,fram

1922 on.$o0 Jerry I ask yofi at this time,to please have patience,for my bat-

v
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tle for*justice,has on1§ Just begun.Now Jerry in ycuf last letter to me
you said,quote,"You 'are becoming every day more mysterious".Had you said,
instead,Dear John,I am becoming every day,more and more impatient with you,
then I would really believe you,because you would have expressed your true
feelings.tn or about June Ist I950,I mailed to you one large envelope,and
a card-board container,and for safe delivery I thought,I registered both.
Cost of registry being $2-50 cents.Several duys later,both were returned,
with a notation,registered "written matter'must not be sealed.This in spite
of the fact,that at the time of registry,I explained to the man at the post
office window,that both pieces of mail contained photostatic copies of old
papers,etc,etc,they were accepted by him.However I have found out since |
that it is 0©'X to send them as first class mail.
% I am indeed glad to hear that you have started on yocur boock,and
I know that you are anxious to insert both Kelly's and My experience.We
are both particularly anxious that you do just that,and wish to inform you
at this time that we would be very sadly disapgpointed,if you neglected to
do so.You know Jerry,how the old saying goes,"in unity,there is strength,
and that was one of the chief reasons why the Listdwel mutiny made world
head-lines.It could very well have been a failure,if you did not have brave
men like Hughes,Kelly,Donovan,Synnott,Fitzgerald,and myself to back you upe.
I doubt very much if you would be alive today,to write about it,had you ta-
ken the same steps,$ifB the majority of the men in the ranks,that morning
in the Listowel barracks,were of the same calibre as Mike Li%¥is.I certain-
ly hope that you will always keep this thought in mind.

Thee report of our activities,Kelly's and mine,is all but finished
and should be 4n the mail very shortly.Sone time ago I wrote to you and as-
ked you,if you thought it would be advisable,to have inserted in some of th

the leading papers over there,a life-gize pleture of yourself,Kelly and me,

with a caption,"UNSUNG HERCES CF THIRTY YEARS aAGOC ",and a short story stees
sing the main points.How about it.Nothing to be said respension,etc,etc.

Waitt oo w ACAIN, }/(»,(y ﬁul,y)bm-.r MW?«WM
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Mareh I9th,I950.

Dear Friend Jerry,

I mailedyou a Letter a few days ago,and I forgot to
tell you that The letter that I sent to you had been started a few days
prior to the receipt of your letter.That same letter which was intended
to be several pages in length,was abruptly ended,so as that I may get stare
ted on the report which you have recuested.

Now Jeery in order that my report and your does not
conflict in any way,I would suggest at this time,that you send me a copy
of the report that you have just made to the Tribunal of Milltary History,
provided that you have 2 copy available. Your report will include every-
thing that took place prior to Smythe's arrival,and what cccurred during
his short stay,and after he had left.Did you menticn about visiting us 1in
Listowel,and coveying that special message from the late Michael Collins,
in which he told you to tell us;"Quote,FCR GCDS SAKE7and for IRELANDS SAKE
28 well,tell them to CCNTINUE TO SERVE TO THE LAST,and SHCW A GCOD EXAMPLE
TC THE CTHER MEN.Give me all the dope you have on LIllis.Kelly and myself
understood that he got scme kind of a promction right after we were dis-
missed.Is there any truth in that rumour.Did he resign,or did he continue
to serve up to the time of the disbandment.I think that John Sinnott should
know a great deal about him.I forget to mention in my last letter that John
Sinnott willingly signed that affidavit,right next,or below Kelly's name.
John did not leave with us,but I believe that he left shortly after.

About those despatches regarding the transferring of
all men to the outlying stations,with the exception of Lillis,etc.Would it
be alright to say in my report that the despatches in guestion,were of a
confidential nature,but that the information contalned therein,was secret-
ly devulged to us,by both District Inspector Tom Flanagan,and Const Tom
Hughes,the latter being assigned to clerical duty,in the District Cffice
at the time.Was the increase per week §§ shillings or twenty one shillings.
; C'K on wyhat you sa¥,regards Sheerangagt I still say

that we needed his assistance that morﬁing.lt is news tojabout his being
marriedy and having two children,at the time.Neither did E know the relat-
ionship between himself and Frank P Walsh,R.I.P.Mr walsh was a very pro-
minent lawyer here in this city,and I am pretty sure that he did net lose
anything bylL being Chairman of the American Commissfion on Conditions in
Ireland.I called on him gseveral years ago,when his office was located in
lower Broadway,this city,and asked him to intercede for me.I showed him
the certificates sigMned by the late Harry J BCLand,R.I.P,and all the ot-
her papers as well,inecluding the book containing my statement before the
American Commigsion.So after reading my statement,he remarked,oh,Ihad a
very close relative of mine,who tock a very prominent part in that mutiny
in Listowel.I gaid,is that right.Yes,he says,his name is Patrick Sheeran.
He did not detain me very long,because he was indeed very guick to tell
me that he was sorry that he could not do angthing for me,that he was out
of touch with everybody.He made me feel that I was wasting his very val-
uable time.He did not suggest the name of anybedy whom I could call on,or
neither did he, tell me to call again.

About four or five years ago I wrote to Tom Hughes on
two different occasions,but I am still waiting for an answer.I also wrote
to Hollymount,@o Mayo,his hcome town,this time I addressed the letter to
the relatives of the Very Rev Bishop Thomas Hughes,and explained that I
already sent him two letters to Nigeria,without receiving an answer,I also
advised the relatives that in writing te him that I had addressed him thus,
Dear Tom.¥



